
ELLEN JOHNSON

Educational

Background

1997 –1998      University of Humanistic Studies, Solana Beach, CA
PHD Program, Integral Studies Expressive Arts

 Courses towards a PHD in Psychology with an emphasis on Expressive
Arts Therapy.

1990 San Diego State University, San Diego, CA
Masters of Music, Vocal Performance

 Vocal performance with emphasis on jazz studies, musical theater
and classical  (studied voice with Mary Mackenzie)

1979 American Conservatory of Music, Chicago, IL
Bachelors of Music, Vocal Performance

 Vocal performance with emphasis on classical studies with Wilma
Osheim and jazz studies with Willie Pickens

May 1999 – 2000       University of California, Los Angeles, CA

UCLA Extension

One semester classes in: Breaking Into the Music Industry, Record
Production I: Professional Practices, and Publicity in the Music Industry.

1988 Omega Institute, New York, NY

Voicestra Workshop with Bobby McFerrin

 Twelve singers’ handpicked by Bobby McFerrin for two weeks of
Master classes on improvisation, creativity and exploring original
music for the Voicestra project.

1984 (June – August)   Graz, Austria

American Institute of Musical Studies (AIMS)

 Three month program in training to audition for European opera
houses.

 Studied with Irma Cooper, Nico Castel, Mignon Dunn, George Shirley

1979 (July)   Door County, WI

Birch Creek Jazz Workshop

 Studies with Gene Aitkens and Harold J.  Jones

5309 Harco St.
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-377-0971
Vocalvisions@aol.com
www.vocalvisions.net



Private Instruction and Master Classes:

1977 –79  Willie Pickens,piano and voice

1980 -1989 John Collins, vocal jazz coaching and Master Classes with Betty
Carter, Jay Clayton, Art Blakey

1993 – 1995  Rick Helzer, piano and vocal coaching

2001 – present Mark Massey, piano

2002 John Clayton, vocal coaching

2003 – current  Master Classes with Sheila Jordan, Alan Pasqua, Mark
Murphy, Roland Wyatt, Marni Nixon

Teaching

Experience and

Effectiveness

2002 – 2005 Southern California, San Diego, Portland, OR

Clinics/Workshops/Private Instruction

 Currently teaching continuous classes in Glendale, Long Beach,
Santa Monica, and San Diego with emphasis on solo vocal jazz
performance skills, theory and repertoire.  Private vocal instruction at
home studio and Santa Monica studio.

1998 – 2002        Norwalk, CA

Assistant Professor, Cerritos College

 Full time tenure track position.  Duties were to head the vocal
department, teach all vocal classes and build program.   During that
time I wrote new curriculum including a solo vocal jazz class, a music
business class and rewrote all voice curriculums.   Classes taught
were all levels of voice, Jazz and Popular Singers, Music Business,
Music Appreciation, Music Theory, and Jazz Appreciation.  I also
started a scholarship for African American students who excelled in
jazz or American popular music called the Duke Ellington Scholarship
and created an internship program for students in the Music Business

1994 – 1998        San Diego, CA

Instructor,  University of San Diego/ Old Globe Theater MFA Program

 Taught beginning to advanced students in professional training
program.  Private studio instruction, classes, coaching for
professional performance projects, conducted and arranged for
scholarship choir.  Expertise on a variety of vocal literature.  Involved
in curriculum development and the coordination of auditions, juries,
and recitals.

1991 – 1993        Chula Vista, CA

Instructor, Southwestern College

 Taught all levels of voice classes, popular techniques class, vocal
literature, ear training, theory, and music appreciation.



1988 –1989        San Diego, CA

Assistant Choral Conductor, Morse High School

 Conducted vocal choir in a variety of repertoire.

1/1987 – 6/1987      Portland, OR

Instructor, Portland Community College

 Taught voice classes, clinics, studio instruction, performances all with
an emphasis on jazz.

1987 -1985       Portland, OR

Instructor, Jefferson Performing Arts High School

 Taught in both the music and theater departments.  Developed voice
program for theater, video, and choral groups.  Directed pop-singing
group, which won an award in a national competition in New York.
Worked with vocal ensembles using a wide variety of repertoire from
classical to popular.

1987        Portland, OR

Voice Instructor and Musical Theatre Coach, Portland Civic Theatre

 Private lessons and vocal coaching for professional productions

1979 - Current        Chicago, IL,  Portland, OR, San Diego, CA

Private Voice Instruction

 Private lessons and vocal coaching at private studio

Master Classes,

Workshops,

Symposia and

Clinics

April 2004                    Los Angeles, CA

October  2004               Los Angeles, CA

Panel Moderator, University of Southern California

 “Elevate Your Music Career through Creative Self Promotion”
featuring panelists, Alan Paul (Manhattan Transfer), Derek Sivers (CD
Baby), Jeff Weber (Producer and Indie Consultant), Bernard Baur
(Music Connection Magazine), Dito Godwin (BGO Entertainment
Network), Clay Pasternack (Distributor and Consultant) sponsored by
USC and the Jazz Vocal Coalition.

February 2004        Los Angeles, CA

Master Class and Guest Lecturer, University of Southern California

 A series of master classes entitled “Exploring the Art and Soul of
Jazz” which offered insight into what makes a creative jazz vocal
artist bringing a balance between knowledge and expression.  Guest
lecturer for class on Jazz Vocal Techniques class taught by Ron
McCurdy.



February 2004      San Diego, CA

Master Classes, Point Loma Nazarene University

 Master classes and clinics with the jazz vocal department choral and
private students.  Worked with both vocal students and
instrumentalists regarding communication with vocalists.

January 2004         New York, NY

Panel Moderator, IAJE  31 st International Conference

ÒThe Evolution of Solo Vocal Jazz Singing, Where Are We Headed?Ó

 Featured panelists were Jay Clayton, Kurt Elling, Jon Hendricks,
Sheila Jordan, Kitty Margolis, and Mark Murphy.

July 2002        San Diego, CA

Lecture/performance, NATS 47 th International Convention

San Diego State University, ÒArt Songs of Duke EllingtonÓ

 Lecture and performance with jazz pianist and educator, Rick Helzer
that introduced repertoire of Duke Ellington into the category of
contemporary art song.  The information was focused towards vocal
programs and recitals to incorporate Ellington's music either in
classical or contemporary style.

2001 November      Northridge, CA

Master Class, NATS Student Evaluation , California State University
Northridge (CSU)

 ÒFinding the Groove: Performance in Popular StylesÓ with Mark
Massey, piano.

January 2001

Master Class, NATS General Meeting, University of Southern California

 ÒSinging Pop and JazzÓ. Lecture and demonstration about the
technique and style of jazz singing.

1997  September         Peoria, IL

Guest lecturer/performance,Bradley University,NATS Midwest Chapter

 ÒFinding the Art Song in JazzÓ . Performed with jazz educator and
pianist, Rick Helzer

August 1993          San Diego

Guestlecture/performance, NATSConvention, San Diego State University

ÒThe Art Song of JazzÓ

 NATS (National Association of Teachers of Singing.
Lecture/performance on comparison of jazz vocal technique and style
with classical style.



Spring 1990

Guest lecturer, San Diego State University

 “The Integration of Classical Techniques in Vocal Production with
Jazz and Pop Styles”.  Guest lecturer for the vocal pedagogy class
taught by Mary Mackenzie.

1990 – 1995

Young Audiences of San Diego

 Clinics in singing and jazz in schools throughout the San Diego
County.

1984          Clackamas, Oregon

Master Class, Clackamas Community College

 Jazz techniques to jazz vocal department.

1985 –1986

Artists in Schools, Contemporary Crafts Association and the NEA

 Residency at various schools in the state of Oregon in Vocal music.

1983 – 1985

Artists in Education, Oregon Arts Commission and the NEA

 Artist in Residency programs in vocal music.

Awards and

Commendations

 Music Connection Magazine, Hot 100 Unsigned Artists as determined
by A& R scouts, publicists, journalists, club bookers, and industry
professionals, 2003 & 2004

 Outstanding Service to Jazz Education, IAJE Certificate of
Appreciation, 31st Annual IAJE International Convention, New York,
NY 2004

 Long Beach Jazz Search semi finalist, 2003, Long Beach, CA

 Just Plain Folks 2002 Music Awards for “Chinchilla Serenade”

 Who’s Who of America’s Teachers” 2002

 Outstanding Faculty Advisor for Music Club (2001, 2000) Cerritos
College

 American Traditions Competition, 1995 Finalist.

 Nominated Best Mainstream Jazz CD and Artist, San Diego Music
Awards, 1994, 1995

 Cadence Magazine, Editors Choice, 1994 for “Too Good To Title”

 Scholarship, Sweet Adelines, 1990

 Scholarship, San Diego State University, 1989

 Scholarship, American Institute of Musical Studies,  1984

Grants and

Sponsorship

 Sponsorship with Remo Drums, Phonic , Discmakers, Audio-
Technica, and Singer Magazine for Jazz Vocal Coalition event  during
the IAJE Conference, January 2005



 Sponsorship with Jet Blue Airlines and Bose Corporation for Jazz
Vocal Coalition event during IAJE Convention, January 2004

 Grant Recipient, Oregon Arts Commission, for jazz video, May 23
1985

Affiliations  BMI - Broadcast Music, Inc. (Writer and Publisher)
 International Association for Jazz Educators (Past Vocal Jazz

Representative California Division)

 National Association of Teachers of Singing (Past President, San
Diego Chapter)

 Jazz Vocal Coalition (Founding Member and President)

 Integrated Vocal Association, IVA

 Just Plain Folks

 California Lawyers for the Arts

 CD Baby

 Cabaret West

Publications  Alan Paul interview, Singer Magazine, March/April issue, 2005.

 Nancy Wilson interview, Singer Magazine, January/February issue
2004.

 Scott Yanow interview, Singer Magazine, November/December issue
2004.

 Flora Purim, Airto, Elba Ramalho, Sonia Santos, Ana Gazzola, Katia
Moraes and Brazil Women Sing For Live Article, Singer Magazine,
September/October issue 2004.

 “The Basics of Vocal Jazz Improvisation”, Singer Magazine,
January/February 2004 issue

 Singing Jazz by Bruce Crowther, included in singers bio and
mentioned in book, 1998

 The Warm Up CD/Tape and Book by Vocal Visions, published 1992.
Currently being distributed by Jamey Aebersold, CD Baby, and Vocal
Visions website.

Interviews:

 Jazz Improv Magazine, Volume 4 Number 4, Summer 2004, Annual
Vocalist Edition.

 Reader,”Local Vocal”, San Diego, August, 1990

 Positively Entertainment, “Johnson Keeps Listeners Spellbound”,
1985.

 Scene Magazine, “Ellen Johnson, an interview”, January 1985.



Recordings
CDÕs, DVDÕs and Records:

 Projects in the works:  Ellen Johnson Jazz CD #3, The Dance of Life-
The Dance of Jazz (Jazz Theater)

 2004 – Ellen Johnson “Live at the Cinegrill in Hollywood”, DVD

 2002 -Oasis Compilation CD, Volume 3, Ellen Johnson

 2001 - Cups of the Heart, Ellen Johnson and Paul Tye (VV2320)

 1997- Chinchilla Serenade, Ellen Johnson featuring Peter Sprague on
guitar(VV2310)

 1997 – Exilio , Leandro Caruso

 1996 – Cowboys Dream, Raquel St. Claire

 1994 – Jiggs and Maggie, Hugh Martin, Demo

 1993 - Too Good To Title, Ellen Johnson featuring Charles
McPherson on alto saxophone(VV2300)

 1992 - The Warm Up CD/Tape, Ellen Johnson

 1992 - Peace Pieces (OTB 1000) Bob Willey

 1986- Just To Dance, Paul Chasman (Rose Records, RRC 1001)

 1984 - So Be It, Paul Chasman (Grassroots, GR-012)

Film scores and sound tracks:
1992 - current

 The Reconcilers, Short Film,Willow Entertainment, Los Angeles,
CA

 Love Song: Thrill of the Kill, Feature Film Thundersteel Productions,
Los Angeles, CA

 Compilation Film Reel- JAJ Productions – Short and feature film

 The Tree, Aggy Pictures/ Short indie film   - Jeff Jones Composer

 Import Idols, Documentary ,Jim Call Productions, Los Angeles

 Only A Distance in Time, feature film (composed, arranged and
performed music), Royal Knight Productions, San Diego

 Jingles – List available on request



Performance

and CD Reviews
2004 (August)

 LA Jazz Scene, Scott Yanow review of Cinegrill at Hollywood
Roosevelt Hotel with Bevan Manson, Jeff D’Angelo, Jamie Findlay,
David Hocker

2004 (July)

 Los Angeles Scoop, Buddy Sampson review of the Cinegrill at the
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel.

2003 (October/November)

 Music Connection Magazine, Bernard Baur review of Lunaria’s Club
date in West Los Angeles with Roy McCurdy, John Giannelli, Jamie
Findlay and Mark Massey.

2003 (September)

 LA Jazz Scene, Harvey Barkan review of Lunaria

2003 (June)

 LA Jazz Scene, Glenn A. Mitchell review of Steamers Jazz Club with
Kim Richmond, Mark Massey, Chris Conner, and Roy McCurdy

2002 (April)

 Metaphysical Reviews, Richard Fuller review of “Cups of the Heart”
CD.

2001 (December)

 Tarot Passages, Diane Wilkes review of “Cups of the Heart “CD.

2001 (September)

 LA Jazz Scene, Scott Yanow review of performance at Coffee Gallery
Backstage with Mark Massey, Putter Smith, and Aldo Bentivegna.

1999 (December)

 Jazz Journal International, Bruce Crowther review of “Chinchilla
Serenade CD.

1997 (December)

 LA Jazz Scene, Scott Yanow review of “Chinchilla Serenade” CD.

1997 (October)

 Tribuna Bis, Rio De Janiero, Brazil review by Arnaldo DeSouteiro of
“Chinchilla Serenade” CD

1995 (July)

 Victory Review, Chris Lunn review of “Too Good To Title” CD

1995 (June)

 JazzTimes, Chuck Berg review of “Too Good To Title”

1995 (May)

 Jazz Journal International, Bruce Crowther review of “Too Good To
Title”

1995 (March)

 Jazz Now, R. Romus review of “Too Good To Title”

1994 (December)

 San Diego Woman Magazine, review of “Too Good To Title”

1994 (Nov/Dec)



 Jazz News, Lois Moody review of “Too Good To Title“.

1994 (August)

 Cadence Magazine, review of “Too Good To Title” and Editor’s
Choice for 1994

1994 (Sept/Oct)

 Jazz News, Rozzi reviewed “Too Good To Title”

1994 (June)

 Step Jazz review of “Too Good To Title”.

1994 (January)

 San Diego Home and Garden Lifestyles, Dirk Sutro review of “Too
Good To Title”.

1990 (July)

 Willamette Week, review of concert in Portland, Oregon with Jay
Collins, Rob Thomas and Neil Masson

1989 (June)

 Los Angeles Times San Diego, Dirk Sutro review of performance with
Randy Porter.

1986 (October)

 Portland Jazz Society, Mark Daterman record review of Paul
Chasman “Just To Dance” featuring Ellen Johnson, vocalist

1985 (February)

 Willamette Week, Lynn Darroch review of concert in Portland Oregon.

1984 (January)

 The Oregonian, John Wendeborn review of club dates at Remos.

1984 (May)

 Positively Entertainment, Carolan Gladden review of club date at
Remos with Steve Christofferson, Tom Wakeling and Gary Hobbs

Radio Airplay (United States, Brazil and Europe):
 Medium and Heavy rotation for “Chinchilla Serenade”, Improvisational

Promotions, Al Julian

 Medium and Heavy rotation for “Too Good To Title” Gavin Charts,
Neal Sapper, New World ‘N Music.

 Current Jazz Editor for Singer Magazine, March 2004 – present

 Co founder and President/Executive Director of the Jazz Vocal
Coalition (JZVOC), June 2002 - present

 Active as a professional vocalist at concerts, clubs, festivals, and on
various recordings



Significant

Professional

and

Performance

Experience

2005

 Club date with the Ron Kobayashi Trio at Steamers Jazz Café and
Club, Fullerton, CA. May 2005.

 Master classes, recording  and performances with Sheila Jordan in
Long Beach, Los Angeles, Glendale and San Diego.  April 2005

 Bass/Voice Duet Concert with Darek Oles, bass, Long Beach, CA.
March 2005

 Ellen Johnson Quartet, Kikuyas Jazz Club, with Roy McCurdy, Kim
Richmond, Dave Ferris, Chris Colangelo, Huntington Beach, CA,
February 2005.

 Singer Magazine Indie Artist Showcase during the IAJE Convention
with Roseanna Vitro, Vanessa Rubin, BrasilBrazil, Ron Kaplan and
Don Braden, Joris Jeepe, Bill Goodwin, Dave Ferris, Tim Pleasant
and Chris Colangelo, January 2005

2004

 LACMA (Los Angeles County Museum of Art) Concert featuring Roy
McCurdy, December 2004

 Guest performer, Jazz Vocal Coalition at the University of California,
October 2004.

 Ellen Johnson Quartet, Kikuya Jazz Club, with Roy McCurdy, Mark
Massey, Chris Colangelo in Huntington Beach, CA, September, 2004.

 Guest Artist, The Gardenia, Los Angeles, July 2004.

 Cinegrill at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel concert, June 2004

 Jazz Concert, San Diego State University with Rick Helzer and
Gunnar Biggs, March 2004

 Birdland, New York with Lee Musiker, Cameron Brown, and Billy
Drummond during the IAJE Convention as part of the Jazz Vocal
Coalition performances, January 2004.

 Jazz Bakery, Los Angeles preview performance for New York event
for Jazz Vocal Coalition with Karen Hammack, Rick Shaw, and Bob
Leatherbarrow, January, 2004.

 NAMM Show, Los Angeles, CA with Kerry McCoy for Singer
Magazine exhibit, January, 2004.

2003

 Featured soloist, Jazz Christmas Concert with Kim Richmond, Bill
Cunliffe, Jamie Findlay, Rick Shaw and Jim Sawyer, Los Angeles,
CA, December 2003.

 Ellen Johnson Quartet, Steamers Orange County’s Premier Jazz Club
(April and November) with Shelly Berg, Kim Richmond, Kevin Axt,
Roy McCurdy; Fullerton, CA.



 Ellen Johnson Quartet, Lunaria’s (August) with Roy McCurdy, John
Giannelli, Jamie Findlay and Mark Massey; West Hollywood, CA

 Ellen Johnson Trio, Sheraton Hotel at LAX (February)  with Mark
Massey and Chris Connor, Los Angeles, CA

 Ellen Johnson Quartet, Kikuya Jazz Club, (February, July, October),
Huntington Beach, CA.

1999

 Guest vocalist, Ellington Sacred Concerts,  St. Paul’s Cathedral, San
Diego, CA

 Guest vocalist, Benny Goodman Tribute Band, Avalon Ballroom,
Catalina Island, CA

 Guest vocalist, Tommy Dorsey Tribute Band, San Jacinto, CA.

 Guest vocalist, Coronado Jazz Festival, Coronado, CA.

 Guest vocalist, San Diego State University Jazz Big Band, San Diego
State University and Cerritos College

 Featured vocalist, Ellington Sacred Concerts Centennial Tribute, First
United Methodist Church of Escondido with guest speaker Stanley
Dance, Escondido, CA

 Clubs/Venues: Bilboquet, Paris France; Brassiere Montmarte,
Portland, OR; Kikuya, Huntington Beach, CA

1998

 Guest vocalist, Gershwin Celebration, Cerritos College, CA

 Featured vocalist, concert of music from “Chinchilla Serenade”, Shiley
Theatre, San Diego, CA

1997

 Varig Airlines (Brazil) featured songs from “Chinchilla Serenade” and
“Too Good To Title”

 Guest vocalist, Coronado Jazz Festival with Louie Bellson and Pete
Christlieb

 Premiere of December Songs by Maury Yeston; University of San
Diego, CA with Debbie Wilson, piano.



1996

 Le Bourgeois Gentelhomme, Old Globe Theater MFA Production
directed by Richard Easton.  Performed and co-arranger of music.

1995

 Featured vocalist, Brazilian Night, Shiley Theatre, San Diego, CA

 Featured vocalist/director/vocal arrangements, Duke Ellington Sacred
Concerts, Founders Chapel, San Diego,  CA

 Featured vocalist, American Music Concert, University of California,
San Diego; music of Bernstein, Gershwin, Berlin, Sondheim, and
others.

1994

 Featured soloist, Duke Ellington Sacred Concerts with Stanley Dance
as guest speaker, St Paul’s United Methodist Church, Coronado, CA

 Featured vocalist, Bop Shop with Willie Pickens, Bill Harrison, and
Phil Gratteau, Chicago, IL

 Recorded demo CD with Hugh Martin for original musical, “Jiggs and
Maggie”.

 Guest soloist, Messiah and A Concert of Lessons and Carols,
Founder’s Chapel, San Diego, CA

 Featured vocalist, Better World Galleria, San Diego, CA

1993

 Guest vocalist, Faculty/Alumna Concert with Rick Helzer, San Diego
State University, CA featuring the music of Monk, Ellington, Shorter,
Mingus, Coleman and Corea.

1992

 Musiikin aika Festival, Viitasaari, Finland performed with Janos
Negysesy.

 Soloist, Liverpool Oratorio by Paul McCartney and Requiem by
Andrew Lloyd Webber, Southwestern College, Chula Vista, CA.

 Ellen Johnson Quartet in Concert, Shiley Theater, San Diego, CA

1991

 Featured soloist, San Diego Foundation for the Performing Arts, “City
Moves”, San Diego Convention Center, San Diego.



1990

 Featured vocalist, Semblanzas Mexicanas, Casa de la Cultura,
Mexico.

1987

 Featured Jazz Vocalist, Twilight Jazz Sounds Festival, along with
Hollis Gentry and Fatt Burger, Kit Carson Park, Escondido, CA.

1986

 Ellen Johnson Quartet, Northwest Booking Conference performance
through Oregon On Tour! Sponsored by the Oregon Arts Commission

 Portland Opera Chorus Member

1978 Ð 2004

 Jazz Festivals and clubs including: Chicago Fest, Cathedral Park
Jazz Fest, Artquake, First Jazz “84, Chatauqua Festival, Schafer
Vineyard Festival, Hillsboro Community Arts Festival, Vancouver
Community Arts Festival, Elarios, Horton Grand, Dizzy’s, Backroom,
Andys, Jazz Quarry, Remos, and more.

Student

Awards,

Adjudications

and Showcases

Student Awards:

 2005 – Jazz Vocal Coalition Student recognition performance,
Marjorie Hooper.

 2004 – National Association of Teachers of Singing, Student
Evaluation Program  Special Recognition, Dallen  Meyers

 2004 – Vocal Visions Jazz Workshop Showcases: Long Bach and
Glendale classes performances at Westin LAX, Los Angeles and
Kikuya, Huntington Beach.

 2003 – National Association of Teachers of Singing, Student
Evaluation Program Special Recognition, Tiffany Wachman.

 2002 – Duke Ellington Scholarship awarded to my jazz students:
Danielle Cobb and Leslie Wesson.

 2001 – Outstanding Woman Student, American Association of
University Women, April Anderson nominated by Ellen Johnson,
Assistant Professor, Cerritos College.

 1997 – NATS Young Artists Awards: Musical Theater –1st place,
David McBean; Classical – 1st Place, David McBean.

 1996 – NATS Young Artists Awards: 1st Place Contemporary/Pop –
Mary Darlington, Musical theater – 1st Place, Jennifer Hollar and 2nd

Place, Joseph Turnbaugh; Classical 2nd place – David McBean.



 1994 – NATS Young Artists Awards: Contemporary – 1st Place,
Renee Calvo; Musical Theater –1st Place, Katie Wilson.

 1993 – NATS Young Artists Awards: Contenporary –1st Place, Jason
Ligon 2nd Place, Michael Halling, 4th Place, Katie Wilson.

Adjudication:
 2004 – Musical Arts Auditions, California State University Long Beach
 2002 – Cal Poly High School. Long Beach, CA, Jazz Choral Vocal

Competition
 2001 – NATS/LA Student Evaluation Program
 2000 – NATS/LA Student Evaluation Program
 1999 – NATS/LA Student Evaluation Program

Showcases/Recitals:
 2004 – Showcases with private jazz class at Kikuya Jazz Club &

Westin LAX
 2003 – Showcases with private jazz class at Kikuyas Jazz Club
 2002 – Showcases with private jazz class at Kikuyas Jazz Club
 2002 – Cerritos College Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Singers
 2001 – Jazz and Popular Singers Recital
 2000 – Jazz and Popular Singers Recital
 1999 – Cerritos College Jazz Ensemble and the Jazz and Popular

Singers

University and

Community

Service

2004
 Coordinated community outreach event at University of Southern

California for the Jazz Vocal Coalition.  Panel discussion with Alan
Paul, Derek Sivers (CD Baby), Jeff Weber (producer), and others
along with a showcase of original jazz vocal songs as performed by
members of the Jazz Vocal Coalition.

 Coordinated and sponsored Sheila Jordan Clinics, Performance and
Private lessons at University of Southern California, Clancy’s, and
Long Beach.

2003
 Coordinated Master Class with John Stowell, Santa Monica, CA
 Coordinated and organized panel discussion on “How To Develop

Work Opportunities for Singers” as part of the Jazz Vocal Coalition
(JZVOC) membership and community outreach

 Performed for the Boy Scouts of American Long Beach Chapter
banquet to honor community outreach.

2002
 Co-founded the Jazz Vocal Coalition (JZVOC) and was appointed

President.  Created the vision of the Coalition and developed the
structure of the organization including Non-profit corporation status,
sponsorship with Jet Blue Airlines, Singer Magazine, and Bose
Corporation, organized general and executive board meetings,
created chapters in Los Angeles and New York, helped design and
organize website, hosted site and email, created committees,
encouraged a membership that includes 170 current members, wrote
by-laws and partnered with the IAJE and Friends of Jazz.

2001
 Created the Duke Ellington Music Scholarship at Cerritos College.  A

scholarship for an African-American student showing exceptional
talent as an instrumentalist or vocalist in jazz or contemporary music.
Donated once a year during Black History Month.



 Partnered with KKJZ (KLON at the time) and brought The Clayton
Brothers Quartet featuring John Clayton, Jeff Clayton, Bill Cunliffe,
and Jeff Hamilton to the Burnight Theater as part of the concert series
for the music department at Cerritos College.

2000
 IAJE Vocal Jazz Representative for California Chapter
 Created a guest speaker format for This Business of Music class at

Cerritos College that featured representatives from BMI, Hidden
Beach Records, Avatar Records, Discmakers, Y.E.S. to Jobs in the
Music Industry, Sony, Jeff Weber (record producer), and more.

 Created Music Industry Showcase through This Business of Music
Class that featured students and was student organized.

 Performed in Faculty Gala fundraiser event, Burnight Theater,
Cerritos College.

1999
 Performed and organized “Women in Music” concerts for Women’s

History Month, Cerritos College.
 Performed in Faculty Gala fundraiser event, Burnight Theater,

Cerritos College.

1998
 Performed for Cerritos College Foundation dinner with the Dave

Witham Trio at the request of the President of Cerritos College to
honor new trustees.

 Performed in Faculty Gala fundraiser event, Burnight Theater,
Cerritos College.

1995
 Guest soloist for Graduate Master’s recital for Gary Pack, jazz

trumpet, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA
1994

 Duke Ellington Sacred Concert fundraiser for AIDS Relief in
cooperation with community organization Mama’s Kitchen (delivers
meals daily to AIDS patients) at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.

 Guest Soloist for Graduate Masters Recital of Derek Cannon, jazz
trumpet, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.

 Guest soloist for Graduate Masters Recital of David Murray,
composition/trombone, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.

1993
 Performed, arranged and organized “Fall Festival of Music” for the

Altrusa Club of National City, CA.
 Performed jazz compositions with Rick Helzer for Music for People

candlelight vesper, St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Coronado,
CA.

 Guest soloist and choir member, California Contemporary Chorale,
Church of the Good Samaritan, San Diego, CA.

1990
 Guest soloist for Jazz Combo I, directed by Rick Helzer, Smith Recital

Hall, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.
1987

 “An Evening with Ellen Johnson”, a benefit concert for the American
Wilderness Foundation, Optimist Club of Southeast Portland, OR.

 Organized and coordinated, Vocal Jazz Workshops with Jay Clayton
at Portland Community College Cascade Campus Music Department
supported by the Portland Music Association and the Jazz Society of
Oregon, Portland, Oregon.


